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	Activity Location and Description: Scheme to collect household batteries at publicly accessed points in local communities. Batteries transported to HWRC by volunteers.

	
	

	Potential Hazards:
	
	Control Measures:

	Collection point:

· Site – trip / fall over tube
· Staff unaware of purpose of tube and potential hazards 

· Children accessing tube

· Fire risk
· Incompatible batteries or other materials being deposited 
· Release of flammable gases
P = 3, S = 4 Residual Risk = 12
Collection from public location:
· Injury to volunteers, public and 

· Trips/falls

· Fractures /cuts /bruising /sprains /grazes

· Strains /back injury

P = 3, S = 4 Residual Risk = 12

Transportation of batteries:

· Injury to volunteer - strains/ back injury /bruising

· Road traffic accidents/death

P = 3, S = 5 Residual Risk = 15

Volunteers at HWRC:
· Injury to volunteer - strains/ back injury /bruising

P = 3, S = 3 Residual Risk = 9


	
	Collection point
· Tube to be sited inside in a publicly access location
· Premises manager to ensure the tube is sited appropriately, tube to be located in visible place to avoid trips/ falls and to prevent it being knocked or tampered.

· The Risk Assessment and issues arising from it must be communicated to the appropriate staff.
· Staff at site advised to include battery tube in their own risk assessments

· Staff at site to be made aware of looking for leaking batteries

· Tube sited where staff can supervise its correct use.

· Premises manager must list battery on their fire risk assessment document.

· Premises must have powder fire extinguisher

· The tube must be clearly labeled and identified as being: For dry waste batteries only / Not suitable for disposal of Wet batteries (e.g. car batteries or accumulators) or other wet electrolyte batteries. Each tube is supplied with a sticker designating the type of batteries accepted. 
· Tube materials are designed to with stand heat up to 148°C, ignition sources and has electrical insulation properties. 
· The tube and contents must remain dry at all times
· No damaged or leaking batteries to be deposited in the tube.

· No liquids of any sort must be deposited in the tube

P = 2, S = 4 Residual Risk = 8

Collection from public location:

· Volunteers to follow best practice for Manual Handling. Manual handling information will be supplied (HSE guide) to all volunteers and training offered if required. 
· Ensure sturdy, closed toe footwear is worn.

· Volunteers advised of the use of any personal protective equipment (e.g. knitted gloves with neoprene palms)  
· Volunteer should transfers batteries into more than one suitable robust container as needed.

· Avoid stairs and steps where ever possible and use ramps and lifts if available.  
· Volunteers should park in safe walking distance to minimise the need to carry batteries excessive distances. 
· The maximum volume of the tube is 10 litres and should be emptied regularly.
P = 2, S = 4 Residual Risk = 8
Transportation of batteries:

· Volunteers to follow best practice for Manual Handling.
· Batteries must be placed in a secure place in vehicle.

· Leave sufficient time for journey and ensure knowledge of route.
· Batteries to be transported in the tube or other suitable robust container.

· Obey all regulations and laws relating to driving on a highway.

P = 2, S = 5 Residual Risk = 10

Volunteers at HWRC:

· Park in safe location within walking distance to minimise the need to carry batteries excessive distances 

· Volunteers delivering batteries must report to a Sita site operative, sign in and deposit the batteries where directed. Volunteers to follow best practice for Manual Handling.
· Volunteers must observe all safety instructions at site.

P = 2, S = 3 Residual Risk = 6


	
	
	
	

	

	Additional Control Measures to be Considered:
	
	Drivers are responsible for ensuring that their vehicle is legal and roadworthy (Taxed and MoT’d) and that their vehicle insurance covers the activity undertaken.  Drivers are also responsible for ensuring that the load carried is secure in the vehicle

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Required action, target dates and priority:
	Risk assessment to be updated as new activities developed and reviewed every three months, after an incident or when legislation changes.


PROBABILITY
SEVERITY

Unlikely
1
Minor injury
1
Low possibility
2
Injury requiring medical attention
2
Possible
3
Injury off work > 3days
3
Probable
4
Serious injury, long term illness
4
Near certainty
5
Fatality
5

RESIDUAL RISK RATING
Low
1 - 5

Low/Medium
6 - 10

Medium
11 - 15

Medium/High
16 - 20

High
21 - 25
Signed ……………………………………………………….  Designation ………………………………………… Date ……………

